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SUBJECT: PASSOVER SERVICES IN MOSCOW 

1 . PASSOVER SERVICE EVENING APRIL 14 (FIRST-SEDAR) PASSED 

IN WHAT PARTICIPANTS DESCRIBED AS MILDEST CIRCUMSTANCES IN RECENT 
YEARS. OF THE 500-1000 PEOPLE ATTENDING AT THE SYNAGOGUE, 

THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY WERE YOUNG (BECAUSE, 

AS ONE SAID, "OLD PEOPLE DON'T FACE THE HASSLE ANY MORE"). 
PARTICIPANTS WITH WHOM WE SPOKE EXPECTED TROUBLE FROM 
AUTHORITIES. 

2. AS USUAL, STREET IN FRONT OF SYNAGOGUE WAS BLOCKED 
TO TRAFFIC AT BOTH ENDS BY POLICE, AND BOTH UNIFORMED 
(ABOUT 25) AND PLAINCLOTHED POLICE WERE IN ATTENDANCE TOO. 

BUT THIS YEAR, ASIDE FROM TWO POLICE CARS AND A MEDICAL 
VAN, NO TRAFFIC WAS LET THROUGH TO DISTURB THE WORSHIPPERS 
AS THEY FILED OUT. THERE WAS ALSO NO HARASSMENT, FROM THE 
TIME THE CONGREGATION LEFT UNTIL SOME HOURS LATER, WHEN 
CROWD HAD COMPLETELY DISPERSED. 

3. MATZOH WAS AVAILABLE, AT LEAST TO THE EXTENT OF 
BEING PASSED AROUND IN THE STREET TO FRIENDLY 
VISITORS. 
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